

ADOPTED 2/14/17


Introduced by Council President Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Becton, R. Gaffney and Morgan: 

RESOLUTION 2017-72-A
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING THE JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MEMBERS OF JACKSONVILLE HISTORY CONSORTIUM FOR COORDINATING INSTALLATION OF HISTORICAL DISPLAYS IN THE FRONT WINDOWS OF JACKSONVILLE’S CITY HALL AT ST. JAMES BUILDING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the building currently known as City Hall at St. James was opened in 1912 as the Cohen Brothers Department Store, the Prairie-style masterpiece of architect Henry Klutho, and succeeded the elegant St. James Hotel that occupied the site from 1869 until its destruction in the Great Fire of 1901; and


WHEREAS, “The Big Store”, as Cohen Brothers was commonly known, was the largest department store in the City and was famous for its large street level display windows, some of which accommodated small shops and others of which displayed Cohen Brothers’ wide range of merchandise, and which were elaborately decorated at Christmas time in a popular extravaganza that attracted families and sightseers; and


WHEREAS, the display windows were largely covered over during a remodeling of the building in the 1960s, but the front windows facing Hemming Park were restored by the City during its renovation of the building from 1993 to 1997 to house City Hall in the historic landmark structure; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Historical Society has recently coordinated with members of the Jacksonville History Consortium, including the Durkeeville Historical Society, San Marco Preservation, the Mandarin Historical Society, and the Springfield Improvement Association and Archive, to install a series of displays in the City Hall windows highlighting various facets of Jacksonville’s history, from sports to the arrival of the first French explorers in Florida to highlights from the history of several notable neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, this exhibit represents the first in a planned series of installations at City Hall highlighting the wide range of Jacksonville’s extensive, but perhaps too little known, history, which ranges from the native Timucuan Indian settlements in the pre-Columbian era to the arrival of the French Huguenots, the first permanent European settlers in the “new world”, to the hosting of the Subtropical Exposition of 1888 (the World’s Fair of its era), to Jacksonville’s heydays as a vacation destination for wealthy northerners, America’s pre-Hollywood film capital and the site of the “Harlem of the South” in the early 20th century; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks the Jacksonville Historical Society and the members of the Jacksonville History Consortium for their installation of interesting and informative historical displays in the front windows of City Hall at St. James. These displays will help to inform citizens and visitors alike about the unique and notable aspects of Jacksonville’s long and interesting history and will enable Jacksonville residents to know more about how our city came to be the place it is today.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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